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Special Agent Fine: 

 

 I am in receipt of the above-referenced investigation involving an officer involved 

shooting that occurred on September 29, 2017 in Adair County, Oklahoma.  After a thorough 

review of the interviews, photographs, and evidence, it is my opinion that Stilwell Police Officer 

Darrel Dugger was justified under Oklahoma Law regarding the use of deadly force when he 

returned shots after being fired upon by TJ Cain. 

 

 On September 29, 2017 at approximately 5:00 AM, Stilwell Police Officer Dugger was 

dispatched to Highway 51 West and Highway 59 North at the “Y” intersection for a reported 

drive-by shooting.  Dugger and Stilwell Police Officer Rodney Soap, arrived at the residence 

related to the complaint and spoke to a person, who reported to them that a subject named TJ 

Cain had fired at a residence and had just left in vehicle heading westbound on Highway 51.  

Officers Dugger and Soap left the residence in an attempt to find Cain.  Officer Soap spotted the 

vehicle driving back toward the residence.  Officer Dugger turned around and attempted to make 

contact with the vehicle.  Officer Dugger activated his emergency equipment and attempted to 

perform a traffic stop of Cain, when Cain attempted to elude officers by rapidly accelerating and 

driving recklessly down a dirt road.  After approximately a four mile pursuit, Cain lost control of 

his vehicle and entered a ditch. 

 

 Officer Dugger utilized his marked police vehicle to block the Cain vehicle from leaving 

the ditch.  Dugger shouted commands in the direction of Cain, “Show me your hands, show me 

your hands.”  Cain failed to comply with Dugger’s commands and exited his vehicle with a 

pistol in his hand and immediately eluded Officer Dugger on foot.  Dugger gave chase and when 



he got within 50 yards, Cain turned around and fired his pistol at Officer Dugger.  Dugger 

returned fire at Cain, at which point Cain fired multiple shots at Dugger, causing Dugger to take 

a defensive position.  When able, Dugger returned fire at Cain and wounded Cain in the leg.  

Cain continued to elude Dugger and Dugger retreated to his police unit to call for assistance.  

Ultimately Cain was located in a field with a leg wound and a semiautomatic pistol. 

 

 It is clear from the statements I have reviewed, along with the evidence at the scene that 

Officer Dugger utilized deadly force in response to the deadly force utilized by TJ Cain.  

Considering all of the information presented to me, I applied Oklahoma law that deals 

specifically with law enforcement officer use of deadly force found below. 

 
21 Okl.St.Ann. § 732 

 
A peace officer, correctional officer, or any 

person acting by his command in his aid and assistance, 
is justified in using deadly force when: 
…2.  In effecting an arrest or preventing an escape 
from custody following arrest and the officer 
reasonably believes both that: 
a.  such force is necessary to prevent the arrest from 
being defeated by resistance or escape, and 
b.  there is probable cause to believe that the person 
to be arrested has committed a crime involving the 
infliction or threatened infliction of serious bodily 
harm, or the person to be arrested is attempting to 
escape by use of a deadly weapon, or otherwise 
indicates that he will endanger human life or inflict 
great bodily harm unless arrested without delay; or 
3.  The officer is in the performance of his legal duty 
or the execution of legal process and reasonably 
believes the use of the force is necessary to protect 
himself or others from the infliction of serious bodily 
harm; 

 

 In reviewing the investigation as a whole, and applying 21 Okl.St.Ann. § 732 to the facts I 

have reviewed, it is my opinion that the actions of Stilwell Police Officer Darrel Dugger were 

justifiable in accordance with Oklahoma law, and I decline to file any charges against Officer 

Dugger in the officer involved shooting he was involved in on September 29, 2017 in Adair 

County, Oklahoma.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

 

       

 


